
Interview a Judge or Other Legal Professional- 4th Grade
Interviewing judges and other legal professionals will enhance student understanding of the functions and powers of government.  As judges are elected 
officials, this activity is particularly relevant to standard 4.5.4, but should elicit information helpful to understanding key concepts of 4.5.

Many judges enjoy talking to students about the courts and their role as judges.  Ethical guidelines prevent judges from talking about matters pending 
before them, but judges are able to answer questions about what it is like to be a judge or other court personnel and what it is like to work for the 
courts.  Other legal professionals such as court clerks, court reporters and bailiffs may also be willing to talk to students.  These interviews do not 
have to take place at the courthouse.  Another option is to invite law related professionals into the classroom to speak to students, using these or other 
questions selected by the class.  In addition to learning about the courts, these interviews can serve as an introduction to careers and court work-related 
possibilities.

When you contact your court to request a visit, be specific about your request.  For example, what categories of legal professionals do you want to 
interview?  What kinds of questions do you want to ask?  Some question ideas for these interviews are provided below.  

General Questions for all Interviewees
What is the title of your job?

Could you please tell us how you got your position as ________________?

What is your day like?

What schooling or training was needed?

Were any special tests required?

How does a person enter your profession?

What led you to choose your profession?

Do you use any special type of equipment in your work?  If so, please explain it to us.

Does your profession require you to wear a uniform of some kind?  Why?

Why is your job important?

Would you choose this profession again if you had the chance?  Why?
In what ways may your responsibilities change in the near future?

Does your career ever put you in any kind of danger?  If so, can you please give us an example?

What has been an interesting case you have worked on?

If a young person wanted to go into your profession, what advice would you give?


